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“In the beginning was the Word…”  
                                                                                                 John 1:1 

  

 I heard a couple of kids in a shopping mall recently talking about what they 

wanted to get for Christmas. Since I was already thinking about writing something for 

our KGPC Advent publication, that conversation provided a question for me to share 

with our faith family. 
  

Of course there is no easy or direct Bible reference for “Advent” because the 

New Testament narrative begins after Christmas. I turned my thoughts to what I know 

about the history of faith. 
 

 During the first “Advent” before Christ was born, of course there was nothing like 

our culture of presents or decorations or big holiday feasts to celebrate with family. In 

fact, there was a lot at that time that SOMEONE needed to come and address or fix or 

replace. 
  

 SO, I reasoned… 
  

 The first Christmas came at the end of what some church historians call the 

“Intertestamental Period” (between the prophet Malachi and the Gospel of Matthew) 

which spanned about 400 years. In all that time, modern Protestants have found no 

writings, according to church decision makers, that were “bible worthy.”  Such words 

from Our Father were rare, if anyone happened to take note of them at all. In any case, 

an average worshiper of God MAYBE, just maybe, might have been thinking about the 

old prophesies from earlier times and longing to hear from God again.  So, today, if I 

or any of us, have not recently heard from Our Father, it would certainly be reasonable 

that we might want to hear from God again this Christmas season.  Want to put that on 

your list of “What I want for Christmas this year?” 
 

 Or MAYBE, just maybe, the government of Rome back then was such a 

miserable mess to live under that some people, as that first Christmas approached, 

might have been wanting a better government and a nobler ruler than their current 

Caesar. Again, for today, if the media has made you restless about our current political 

climate, it could be possible that some of us could be wanting to receive something 

from God in that department of our lives.   
 

 Then think, for a quiet moment, about all that Our Father actually did provide for 

us on that first Christmas morning by giving us Jesus Christ. (The Incarnate WORD 

and the ETERNAL KING, for examples.) 
 

 And talk with Him in prayer about those kinds of things during this Advent 2017. 
 

David Andersen 

 

 

 

December 3 



 
“For you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or 

gold that you were redeemed…but with the precious blood of Christ,  

a lamb without blemish or defect.” 
I Peter 1:18–19 

 

 The word redeem means to “buy back”, offering something (usually money) in 

exchange for the freedom of a slave.  God offered the life of His Son to redeem us 

from our bondage to sin.  Jesus is the ultimate sacrificial lamb, who was offered in our 

place to pay the price for our sins. Only Jesus could do this, because only Jesus lived a 

perfect, sinless life. When John the Baptist saw Jesus walking toward him, he said, 

“Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!” (John 1:29) For this 

very purpose, Jesus took on our flesh and came into the world! 

 As we prepare to celebrate His holy birth, let us give thanks to our gracious God 

for this most precious gift! 
 

   “Come thou long-expected Jesus,      

                                          Born to set thy people free; 

From our fears and sins release us, 

     Let us find our rest in Thee.”     
       Charles Wesley (1745) 

 

 “May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be pleasing in your 

sight, O LORD, my Rock and my Redeemer.”     Psalm 19:14 

 

Father God,  

Thank you for sending Jesus to be our Kinsman-Redeemer.  During this Advent 

season, kindle in us a desire to serve you with humble obedience and grateful 

service. 

In Jesus’ Name, Amen! 

 

Pat Bowling 

 

  

December 4 



 

 
“The Virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son and they will 

call him Immanuel, which means ‘God with us’”.    
Matthew 1:23 

 

     Advent is a time set aside by the Church for us to prepare our hearts for Christ’s 

coming.  Without preparation, our hearts can be so filled with worldly things that there 

is “no room in the inn” for Jesus’ birth.  We can get so busy preparing for Christmas 

that we miss the coming of Christ.  
             

     Slow down.  Be still.  Don’t let the familiarity of the miracle dull the wonder of it 

all.  Celebrate not only the birth of Jesus but the arrival of Immanuel…God with 

us…still with us.  It all happened in a moment.  Divinity entered the world in a stable.  

All because of His great love for us.  Receive and celebrate this best gift of Christmas.   
 

Heavenly Father,  

Help us use this season of Advent to prepare our hearts for the coming of Christ.  

Come alive in us this Christmas.  Amen. 

 
Carol Baden 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December 5 



 

      “The Word became flesh and dwelt among us.”   
John 1:14 

 

     How can I, a finite being with a short life span, understand the Infinite that has no 

beginning and no end?  There is no way that I can begin to understand.  He already told 

me that His ways are not my ways, so how can I understand? 
 

     So GOD loving me sent His Son. 
 

     Someone I could understand. 
  

 Born of an earthly woman in a small town. 

 One who experienced joy and laughter. 

 One who loved people. 

 Someone who loved to talk and tell stories. 

 Who felt pain. 

 Got mad. 

 Got frustrated. 

 Knew loneliness. 

 Was abandoned by friends. 
 

All of this because He loved me.  He did all of this for me, so I could begin to 

understand.  So that I could get a brief glimpse of His love for me.  
 

 A love with no limits and no judgement. 

 A love with a question and a command. 

 A love that asks “Do you love Me?” 

 A love that commands, “Then feed my sheep.” 
 

Abba Father,  

I cannot understand the depth of your love for me.  Praise GOD that you love me 

so much.  Father, thank you for loving me and help me to pass on your gift of love 

and light in a dark and lonely world.  Amen. 

 
Joe Baden 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December 6 



 

 
"And we know that all things work together for good to them that love 

God, to them who are called according to his purpose."     
Romans 8:28 (King James Version) 

 

      I first clung to this verse when my mother had a stroke. A message arrived for me 

at work from Pat Bowling, and it was this verse. The verse stayed with me, and today it 

is a reminder that all things - not some, not most, but all things - work together for 

good to them that love the Lord. When we think of all things, included are profit, loss, 

betrayal, loyalty, praise, condemnation, health, sickness, safety, harm - in other words, 

the good and the bad. 
       

The key to understanding the verse, I believe, is to love God. When we truly 

love God, this verse is a blessing because we are assured that whatever we go through 

will be used by God for His purpose. When we remember that God is good and his 

modus operandi is to bring good and not evil out of human circumstances, the verse 

can become our bridge over troubled waters, our silver lining, our peace. 
 

      During this season, let us remember the sweet babe in a manger who would 

experience hate, pain, and condemnation to bring about the greatest good gift - 

salvation for those who love God. 

 
Dear Lord,  

We thank you that though you knew the suffering on the cross would come, you 

still sent us Jesus so that through Him the gift of eternal life could be ours. Amen 

 
Janice Johnson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December 7 



 

 
                                                                                                                                    

"For the law was given through Moses;  

grace (divine love) and truth (wisdom from God) came through Jesus.”  
John 1:27 

"God is Spirit and his worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth.”  
John 4:23 

 (Jesus speaking) " You are right in saying I am a king.  In fact, for this 

reason I was born, and for this I came into the world to testify to the 

truth.  Everyone on the side of truth listens to me.”  
John 18:37 

“’What is truth?’ Pilate asked.”  
John 18:38 

 

     What have we learned about truth in light of the question posed to Jesus 2,000 

years ago? Today, we seek truth; however, how does one recognize the truth?  Is truth 

based on fact or the perception of truth.  Do we create our own truth or let the internet 

or even phone apps define the "truth" for us.  I sometimes wonder what is truth and 

what is truthful?  The truth the world gives swings with the mood of society.  You 

cannot put your confidence in cultural truth today and expect it to be valid even a week 

later.  However, there is a truth that never lies nor ever dies. 
 

John 3:32   "If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples.   Then you will 

know the truth and the truth will set your free". 
 

"Talking about God's wisdom has to be more than an interesting theological 

discussion.  It is a truth that has the power to transform our perspective and our 

attitudes even in the most difficult situation."  "The Real God” by Chip Ingram 
 

Romans 12:2   "...but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.  Then you will be 

able to test and approach what God's will is...his good, pleasing and perfect will." 

 

     Actually, Scripture has the answer to any dilemma.  If you seek it, you will find 

it...our source and our resource.  

 

Thy truth, Lord, I seek.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen 

 
Marti Burke 

 

 

 

 

December 8 



 
 

 

“They were approaching Jerusalem, and when they reached Bethphage 

at the Mount of Olives Jesus sent off two disciples and told them:  

Go into the village opposite where you will at once find a donkey 

tethered with her foal beside her. Untie them and bring them to me.”   
           Matthew 21:1-2 

 

     Who is in control?  From making shopping lists to coordinating schedules, we try to 

take as much control over our holiday and our lives as we can.   

 

     Jesus showed he was in full control in his triumphal entry into Jerusalem.  Just as he 

knew where the disciples would find the donkey and the colt, Jesus knew he was 

approaching his death. 

 

     When we lose a family member to death, we realize that we are not in control. We 

must open our hearts and minds to Jesus Christ for He is the one in control. 

 

God,  

We know you have control over heaven and earth. Help us to relinquish the 

control we claim in our own lives that we may further your will with our lives.  

Amen 

 

Dean Sheppard 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December 9 



 

 

Jesus said, “Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.” 
Matthew 5:4 

  

 All of us have experienced the loss of a loved one – a parent, grandparent, 

spouse, sibling or close friend, even a pet – that brings on a feeling of loss, grief, 

and mourning. 
  

 Earlier this year, my war hero brother died at the age of 93.  He had assigned 

Power of Attorney to me and asked that I be the Executor of his estate to spare his 

two children from the stress of settling his affairs. As his health declined over the 

past year, I became so pre-occupied with details of doctors, lawyer, banker, 

hospital, rehab, and eventually hospice care that I did not take the time to grieve the 

inevitable outcome. 
 

 Following his passing and funeral service honoring this World War II Purple 

Heart veteran of D-Day, the realization finally hit me that my only sibling was 

gone. No more telephone conversations, lunch visits, nor birthday and holiday 

celebrations together. For the next few weeks, I experienced the closest thing to 

depression that I had ever known. I had experienced the loss of people close to me, 

but this one seemed so final. Fortunately, I had the benefit of family, church family, 

and friends being patient and supportive. 
 

 During the deepest moments, my mind focused on Jesus’ blessing for those who 

mourn, and I found comfort in being reassured of God’s grace. My mind moved 

from anger and grief to remembrance of the blessing my brother was in life and 

continues to be in my heart. 

 

Thank you, Jesus! 

 

John Morison  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December 10 



 

 

“Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you:  not as the world 

giveth, give I unto you.  Let not your heart be troubled,                    

neither let it be afraid” 
John 14:27 KJV 

 

 A number of years ago, when our church sponsored the Kubba Family, John and I 

took Maha and the girls to Washington D.C.  There is much to see and do, and 

although it was very hot and humid, we trudged forward.  On the Trolley Tour, Geena, 

then about four years old, had a minor meltdown.  I leaned over and whispered, “What 

is wrong?”  She replied, “I just need some peace and quiet.”  We smiled and realized 

that peace probably translated into a nap.  
  

 But, is this the peace we are promised in the Scripture? 
 

 Four years ago, I was diagnosed with a tumor in my heart.  On my own, I would 

have been terrified at the prospect of surgery, or at least apprehensive.  Because I 

believe in prayer and have witnessed its power, through the tests, the surgery, and 

recovery, I felt a peace that was amazingly comforting.  In our prayer requests, we 

often ask for the peace and comfort only the Lord can provide.  This is how I 

personally experienced that peace which IS promised in John 14:27. 
 

 “And the peace of God, which passes all understanding, shall keep your hearts 

and minds through Jesus Christ.”   Philippians 4:7 

 
Dear Lord,  

We are so very grateful that we have your promises on which to rely.  The 

promise of peace in the Scriptures cannot be provided from any source other than 

you.  Thank you!  Amen 

 

Pollie Morison 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

December 11 



 
“For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor 

demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 

neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, 

will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in  

Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
 Romans 8:38-39 

 

 As Christians, we know that we live in a fallen world, are all sinners in need of a 

Savior, and can expect to face times of trial, tribulation, and suffering.  Lately, though, 

it seems that every time we turn on the evening news, we see horrible images and hear 

stories of human suffering and devastation. In recent months, we have witnessed the 

destruction caused by Hurricane Harvey, Irma, Maria, and Nate, in which families 

have had to be evacuated from their flooded homes and even entire islands totally 

decimated, the damage of earthquakes in Mexico and forest fires in California, leaving 

thousands of homes burned to ashes, the mass shooting of concert goers in Las Vegas, 

and the firing of missiles from North Korea, threatening nuclear war. 
 

  In all of these horrible events, we have also seen hope in communities coming 

together with neighbors helping neighbors, the first responders from all walks of life 

aiding the helpless, and the millions of dollars of aid and supplies donated and 

designated to help provide for the needy to restore and rebuild their lives, 

neighborhoods, cities, and even countries. 
 

 These are the times when we must focus on God’s everlasting love for us and the 

hope we have in Jesus Christ.  Paul writes in Romans that he is convinced that 

absolutely nothing can ever separate us from the love of God.  We know that God so 

loved the world that He gave his one and only Son, Jesus Christ, as the perfect sacrifice 

to die on the cross in our place, to atone for our sins once and for all.  By God’s grace, 

that we sinners do not deserve, through faith in Jesus Christ, we are saved and 

promised eternal life.  Death, hurricanes, earthquakes, fires, violence, and war, will 

never separate us from God’s love and His promises in Christ Jesus. 
 

 As we prepare to celebrate Advent and the birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ, let us 

also remember Paul’s words in Romans 8:21, “I consider that our present sufferings 

are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us.”  
 

Dear God, 

We thank you, Lord, for how great your love is for us, so great that nothing will 

ever separate us from your love and so great that you sent your Son to be our 

Savior! We are so thankful that there is no suffering in this life that will ever 

compare to your promise of eternal glory to those who have faith in Jesus Christ! 

 

Diane Evans 

 

December 12 



 

“I lift up my eyes to the hills-where does my help come from? 

My help comes from the Lord, the Maker of heaven and earth. 

He will not let your foot slip-he who watches over you will not slumber: 

Indeed, he who watches over Israel will neither slumber nor sleep.” 
Psalm 120:1-4 

 

 Many of you may know that I climbed Mt. Kilimanjaro in Tanzania this past 

August with my son, Matthew, daughter, Melanie, and son-in-law, Gregory.  It was a 

trip of a lifetime that my wife, Diane, was not able to share with us due to back issues.  

Diane wrote each of us a letter that we were to read before we began our ascent.  In 

each of our letters, she wrote what we meant to her, expressing her love for us and an 

individual Bible verse she picked out for each one of us. 
 

 The scripture from Psalm 120, listed above, was the one she chose for me.  It 

certainly seemed appropriate since I would be spending 6 ½ days of the 8 day climb 

looking up at a 19,341 ft. mountain peak.  She knew I had trained for almost a year, 

sometimes working out daily for several hours and hiking up to 20 miles in a day on 

weekends, wearing my backpack and heavy boots.  I was eating healthy, losing nearly 

40 pounds before the big day, knowing that it would certainly help me to achieve my 

goal if I weighed less. I had researched and purchased all the special equipment and 

clothes for the trip, had read multiple accounts of others who had previous experience 

climbing Mt. Kilimanjaro, and even watched videos on YouTube of the daily hikes and 

advice given by knowledgeable hikers.  I knew this climb would be difficult, both 

physically and mentally, especially adjusting to the high altitude, but I felt prepared 

and ready! 
 

 Since my wife picked this scripture, I suppose she thought I needed divine help 

from the Lord, the Creator of this grand mountain, in spite of all my preparations to 

help me succeed.  Well, the truth is that climbing Mt. Kilimanjaro was a uniquely 

intense week, and I often found myself asking the Lord to give me strength and 

endurance.  She picked the scripture from Psalm 120, but I kept repeating, “I can do all 

things through Christ who strengthens me,” from Philippians 4:13.  Trusting in the 

Lord each day, sometimes each mile and sometimes with every step, helped me more 

than I had ever imagined. 
 

 As Christians, when we confess our sins, ask for forgiveness and accept Jesus 

Christ as our personal Savior, his Holy Spirit comes to dwell in us.  He promises to be 

with us always, never to leave or forsake us.  Not many people will attempt to climb 

Mt. Kilimanjaro in their lifetime, but we all go through difficult times, facing trials and 

tribulations that we certainly feel unable to handle ourselves.  We all can look to Jesus, 

our Savior, God with us, our Good Shepherd and tower of Strength, who will always 

care for us, help us and be yoked with us forever! 

Thank you, Lord, that you are our source of strength, always with us, will never 

forsake us, and an ever present help in times of trouble.  Amen 
 

Don Evans  

December 13 



 

 

 

“ 
Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as 

the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled,  

and do not let them be afraid.” 
John 14:27 

 

     Peace.  It’s such a simple word, and yet, it’s such a complicated word.  Jesus came 

into this world as our Prince of Peace, and at this most joyous time of year, peace 

should engulf us and be present in all we do.  But there is something about the holidays 

-  shopping, family, relationships, and the need to make it all so perfect - that seems to 

stand like a roadblock in front of that peace God so freely gave to every one of us.  

 

     When we are one with God, His peace wraps us up like a wonderfully soft and 

warm blanket.  But when we are out of touch with God, that peace is pretty darn 

elusive. When I find myself lacking peace in my life, I turn to God.  But sometimes, I 

try to walk the road alone.  And we all know that road doesn’t lead us to peace.   

 

     So this year, may we all try to center our lives on the peace that is unending and is 

beyond understanding.  May we turn to God in all we do, and may we remember that 

this season of peace and joy and hope and love is because of a small babe wrapped in 

swaddling clothes in a manger.  He is our peace, and He is all we need. 

 

Dear God, 

Thank you so much for giving us your Son, our Prince of Peace.  Thank you for 

loving us and keeping us close always.  Wrap us in your love and peace and send 

us out to spread that love and peace to everyone we meet.  Amen.     

 

Becky Otto 

                      

December 14 



 

 

 

“They said to the woman, ‘We no longer believe just because of what 

you said; now we have heard for ourselves, and know this man really is 

the Savior of the world.’” 
John 4: 42 

 

 The Advent season and the annual collection of devotions from the congregation 

is the prelude to the celebration of the birth of our savior Jesus Christ. If CHRISTMAS 

means anything to us, then it must mean everything. It is the time when the light of 

God came into the world in human form, so man could see and learn of the love God 

the Father has for His creation, you and me. The world tells us we are trapped by our 

experiences and genes. We, like the woman at the well along with the towns’ people 

before meeting Jesus Christ, are trapped by lives that were tied to earthly things. After 

meeting Jesus, we learn that joy filled their hearts knowing they were in the presence 

of God. Hope filled their hearts as our hearts should be filled in the knowledge and 

belief of Christmas day. Christmas is the day that hope stepped into the world to free 

us from the trappings of earthly things and opened our eyes to the wonders that the 

love God has for each and every one of us. In the over two thousand years since that 

light of the world was released, man continues to struggle with disbelief.  It is my 

prayer that in this season, you will be like the woman at the well, a conduit of hope to 

those struggling with worldly things. It is also my wish that you walk through the 

reenactment, Bethlehem Walk, to feel and sense that in two thousand years, worldly 

things have not changed much. However, through the wonders of that Christmas day, 

there is a torch of hope in all those who know Who came on Christmas day.  

 

Lord,  

Lift us to the wonders of Christmas day. Fill our hearts with the knowledge that 

trials are of this world. When we have hope in Jesus Christ, trials take meaning in 

a deeper and more personal understanding that we are loved for who we are, a 

creation of God.  Amen 

 

Davey Jones 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

December 15 



 

 

 

Jesus said to [Thomas]: “I am the way, and the truth, and the light; no 

one comes unto the Father, but by me."   
John 14:6 RSV 

 

 

The Perfect Gift  

 

 Searching for the perfect gift for each person in my life has always been a 

challenge, as I suspect it is for most people.  It has to be that one thing that they 

instantly love; that they already know that they absolutely have to have; that they put 

immediately to good use; that they could never find on their own; that they will cherish 

for the rest of their lives.  Finding such a gift is almost impossible, which is all the 

more reason it is called perfect.  

  

 My family tells me that I am one of the most difficult people for whom to find 

that perfect gift.  I know why.  I already have my perfect gift.  The.  Perfect.  Gift. 

 

 The perfect gift is God's love and His Word and His example to us.  The perfect 

gift is Jesus.  He is all I need. 

 

 This God – “His way is perfect; the promise of the Lord is true; he is a shield for 

all those who take refuge in him.”  2 Samuel 2:31 RSV 

 

 Jesus said to [Thomas]: "I am the way, and the truth, and the light; no one comes 

unto the Father, but by me."  John 14:6 RSV 

 

Dear Lord, 

Thank you for the perfect gift in your Son, Jesus Christ, the One I love; the One I 

know I absolutely have to have; the One I can always immediately put to good 

use; the One I could never find on my own; the One I will cherish for the rest of 

my life, and beyond.  Thank you.  In Jesus name I pray.  Amen 

 

Kevin Mooney 

 

 

 

 

  

December 16 



 

“The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us.   

We have seen the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the 

Father, full of grace and truth.” 
John 1:14 

   As we pause once again this Advent season to consider the greatest gift ever 

given, our hearts are filled with remembrance and gratitude.  We prepare to celebrate 

Christ's birth and have a hard time fathoming how great God's love is for us.  That 

great love was what caused God to come in human form to earth, a very imperfect 

world.  God had given His people laws to live by, but the laws proved to be inadequate 

for mankind.  The redemption, righteousness, and grace could only come to us through 

Jesus.  The gift of grace that none of us can earn or deserve, comes from the precious 

gift of Jesus.  This gift is for everyone whether rich or poor, educated or uneducated, 

strong or weak.  It is ours for the asking through our faith in Jesus.  This truth makes 

all the difference to me.  
  

 I know I am totally unworthy without God's grace.  I have felt this grace along 

with amazing peace during some of the darkest hours of my life.  When my mother 

was dying in my early twenties, I prayed continuously for God's mercy and for my 

mom to be allowed to live.  As she became more seriously ill and in pain, I believe 

God gave me a new awareness that changed my perspective.  I was sitting near a 

picture window and caught sight of a small bird.  I knew instantly that the bird would 

fall to the ground and die.  Scripture flashed through my mind.  I felt like God was 

telling me that if He promised to care about that small bird and knew when it fell to the 

ground, He would certainly take care of my mom.  My prayers changed to asking for 

God's will to be done and for the strength and peace to get through whatever happened. 
 

 My mom did not suffer much longer, and I was again comforted with a very vivid 

dream that she had entered heaven.  I have always been thankful for the awareness that 

God had given me, and it later gave me strength to deal with my daughter's serious 

illness.  God was there and would care about us.  He would hold us in the palm of His 

hand if we trusted in Him.  This has allowed me to have hope and a more eternal 

perspective.  I thank God for this and give Him the glory! 
 

Dear Heavenly Father, 

Be with us this Advent season as we enter into this time of preparation and help 

our hearts be prepared above the hustle and bustle of the season.  Fill us with 

your Holy Spirit in order to be in awe of your perfect gift and the joy and hope it 

brings.  Show us ways to share the good news with others.  In your holy name we 

pray.  Amen 

 

Sue Mooney 

 

  

December 17 



 

 

“Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard 

others as better than yourselves. Let each of you look not to your own 

interests, but to the interests of others. Let the same mind be in you that 

was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not 

regard equality with God as something to be exploited,
 
but emptied 

himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And 

being found in human form, he humbled himself and became obedient     

to the point of death — even death on a cross.”         

 Philippians 2:3-8 

  

 The Savior of the world setting aside his power and glory and giving up his life in 

heaven to come to earth as a poor infant speaks of nothing if not humility. Christ’s 

humility was evident at his birth and remained evident throughout his life, both in his 

relationship with the Father and in his dealings with humanity. Christ, although God 

himself, acknowledged God as God, saying, “I seek to do not my own will but the will 

of him who sent me.” He also set aside his own self-interest and humbled himself to 

serve those around him, saying, “The Son of Man came not to be served, but to serve, 

and to give his life a ransom for many.”  

 

Lord,  

This advent season, humble us as Christ humbled himself. Remind us that you are 

God and we are not. Let us trust in you even when our feeble minds can’t 

comprehend what you are doing or why. Let us obey you even when you ask us to 

do things that go against our own self-will, against what “everyone else” is doing, 

or against what the world values. Let us worship you through the storms of life 

and praise you regardless of our circumstances. Humble us, also, in our dealings 

with those around us. Remind us to love them and serve them, rather than judge 

them. Remind us to choose kindness when we could choose anger and forgiveness 

when we could choose resentment. Remind us that the people we look down on or 

fail to love and reach out to are the people you chose to die for. And remind us 

that you were born and died for us, too. Thank you, Lord. Amen.  

 

Suzy Farley  

December 18 



 

 

 

 

“Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances;                                          

for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.”   
                                                                                1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 

 

     Praise God as we wait to celebrate the birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

 

     In the year of hurricanes, I am reminded of Paul’s words to the church in 

Thessalonica.  The year was 2006…less than a year after the Gulf Coast of Mississippi 

was devastated by Hurricane Katrina.  Gwen and I joined friends in Gulfport to share 

our love for classmates and give thanks for all our blessings.  Although our Gulfport 

Presbyterian Church buildings were destroyed by the storm, we met on Sunday for 

church services at “The Nourishing Place” led by Pastor Jane Stanley.  Surrounded by 

folks who had lost more than personal property, we joined in prayer and thanksgiving. 

  

 Now as we pray for the recovery of all impacted by storms this year, we 

remember God’s gift and our joyful Savior Jesus Christ.  To God be the Glory. 

 

Gracious God,  

We thank you for all we are and ever will be.  Thank you for Jesus Christ who 

died for our sin that we might have eternal life with you.  Amen.  

   

 

Gary Harrell 
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“And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping 

watch over their flocks at night. An angel of the Lord appeared to 

them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 

terrified.
  
But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid. I bring you 

good news that will cause great joy for all the people. ‘”   

                                                                                                     Luke 2:8-10 
 

 I must confess that sometimes I find myself skimming over the whole Christmas 

story in the second chapter of Luke because it is so familiar.  I’ve been reading that 

same passage my whole life.  But then I realize sadly that somehow I’ve lost the awe in 

the words of this story of the child born who changed the world forever.  Do you ever 

find yourself doing this? 
 

 Let’s read it again.  BE the shepherd out in the field on an ordinary night when 

suddenly an ANGEL appears!  Not just an angel, but a talking angel appears in a 

blinding light telling you, a lowly shepherd, the good news!  How can this be?  BE 

Mary, riding for almost a week on a donkey, only 14 years old about to give birth 

without the comfort of her mother or women in her village to help, but holding on to 

the message of the angel’s visit.  BE Joseph, who is the protector and head of this new 

little family, but now you find that there is no room available to shelter your bride for 

the birth of this child.  Anxious and weary you cling to the message of the angel and 

are grateful for the manger offered.  BE the wise man, who after a lifetime of study and 

treacherous travel of probably 1000 miles or so to follow the star, at last you are now 

kneeling before and worshipping the very one you have sought.  Lay your treasure at 

his feet.  
 

 Now just BE yourself, kneeling and worshipping this tiny miracle, the promised 

Messiah, who left heaven to be born to suffer on the cross to save you and to save all 

who believe in Him forever.  The most precious Christmas gift of all.  BE IN AWE!  
       

Don’t lose the awe when you read God’s word.  Don’t let the familiar passages 

be skimmed over just because you’ve read them so often.  Pray for the words to jump 

off the page and right into your very soul. And remember to be thankful for all those 

who suffered and were martyred, so you CAN read the Bible, God’s love letter and 

instruction book on how to live.               

BE IN AWE!  

            

Georgia Jones 
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“In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town 

in the hill country, where she entered the house of Zechariah and 

greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child 

leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and 

exclaimed with a loud cry, ‘Blessed are you among women, and blessed 

is the fruit of your womb. 
 
And why has this happened to me, that the 

mother of my Lord comes to me? For as soon as I heard the sound of 

your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. 
 
And blessed is she 

who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to 

her by the Lord.’”                                     Luke 1:39-45 (NRSV) 

 

Filled with Hope  
 

 Luke sets the scene of Jesus’ birth with the introduction of a wealthy Jewish 

couple desperately longing for a child. Their wealth cannot fight time, and as the 

couple ages, they eventually become convinced that they will never conceive; only to 

discover that God has other plans for them. As Zechariah is silenced, Elizabeth and 

Mary become the protagonists of the story - both expecting children, both in very 

opposite circumstances. When Elizabeth gives birth, her social status will be 

heightened by the birth of an heir. Her family will celebrate with her. She has an 

answer to her prayers; after all, she has suffered enough. Upon the birth of Mary’s 

child, her family will disown her, she will become a social pariah; after all, an unwed 

pregnant woman is scorned even today. But, once again, God had other plans.  

 

 All of us experience despair, frustration, confusion, and fear. We know that we 

have the capacity to be great; however, we are held back by the disappointments of 

life. These pregnancy stories offer us a vision of hope. This hope is realized in the 

miraculous births of two life changing individuals, one to pave the way for the Messiah 

and the Messiah himself. I take comfort in the bravery of Elizabeth and Mary as 

faithful servants of God. Let us all, dare to believe that in the birth of Jesus Christ, we 

can find the hope to trust in the impossible.  

 

Amanda Pine 
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".....Truly I tell you, if you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you 

can say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it will move.  

Nothing will be impossible for you.’”       
              Matthew 17: 20 
 

LITTLE THINGS MEAN A LOT 
 

     The iconic 1953 song "Little Things Mean A Lot" written by Richmond, VA 

songwriters made it to #1 on the U.S. music charts in 1954.  In life we focus so often 

on the big things which seem to occupy a large space in our daily living.  Jesus 

reminds us, it is the little things which also count.  Even when no one is watching, it is 

up to us be kind, to be forgiving, to think of others' welfare, and all the other things 

which build our faith and spiritual life as instructed by Jesus.  That is, just search for, 

and respond to the little things that count so much. 
 

     Ironically, recently while cutting down a dead tree with my chain saw, the saw bar 

and blade suddenly came off without warning.  A tiny lost screw caused the entire saw 

to give way.  Thinking little things mean a lot, we began hunting with a large magnet 

for the tiny screw in the pine straw.  A mission almost impossible.  With faith the 

screw was found, the saw was restored, and the cutting job completed.  

 

     So it is with our faith walk.  Jeremiah tells us: 

"You will seek Me and find Me when you search for Me with all your heart" 

(Jeremiah 29: 13)                                                                                                             

 

     Seeking the Lord, we will find the Lord while searching with an unencumbered 

heart.  That is the simple mustard seed message which draws us magnetically close to 

Him.  Yes, with faith -"Seek and you shall find".   
   

     Advent is upon us as we are reminded that baby Jesus grows within us to a fulfilled 

faith as we celebrate His birth.  
 

Lord,  

Let us rejoice in your spiritual gifts as we grow in faith.  We acknowledge nothing 

is impossible with your guidance in our life.  Amen 

 

Roy Phelps 
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"In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins,                         

in accordance with the riches of God's grace that he lavished on us.” 
               Ephesians 1:7 (NIV) 

 

     One beautiful fall day while spending time out on our pier with a precious 

granddaughter, she freely volunteered, "Mimi, I love you so much" not once, but three 

times.  This warmed my heart so much especially since we were just hanging out 

together without spending a dime.   It made me realize how much God loves for me to 

say to Him, "I love you so much."   
 

     That should be my response to John 3:16 (The Message):  "This is how much God 

loved the world: He gave his Son, his one and only Son.  And this is why: so that no 

one need be destroyed; by believing in him, anyone can have a whole and lasting life."  

I love the phrase "God's grace that he lavished on us" in Ephesians 1:7.  The definition 

of the verb "lavish" is "bestow something in generous or extravagant quantities upon" 

while synonyms for lavish are "give freely to, shower with."   His love for us is "over 

the top" and more than you or I can imagine.  I  John 3:1 (NIV)  "See what great love 

the Father has lavished on us, that we might be called children of God."  The love 

Christ showed for us on the cross is immeasurable.   
 

Gracious God,  

This Advent Season may we truly thank you for your gift of grace lavished on us.  

The sending of Your Son in human flesh to die for our sins is truly miraculous 

and the greatest and most costly gift ever given.   This is what gives meaning to 

Christmas.  Fill our hearts to overflowing with your love and teach us to share 

that boundless love and your Word with others that they, too, might believe and 

live eternally with you.  We love you so much.  Forgive us when we fail to obey 

and show that love.   Amen. 

 

Vivian Phelps 
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  “After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King 

Herod, Magi[a] from the east came to Jerusalem and asked,  

‘Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews?  

We saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.’” 
                                                                                                                  Matthew 2: 1-2 
 

      We all know this part of the advent story; three (maybe two) Wise(?) men, Kings 

(probably not), show up unannounced and shower gifts and adoration upon the baby 

(toddler?) Jesus. Those details are still debated, but the Magi, according to Matthew, 

recount seeing ’his star’ and traveled (for what is believed over 30 days) from what is 

now probably present-day Iran to pay homage. From a kingdom that was not part of 

the Jewish homeland and did not possess in any recorded fashion a tradition of 

knowledge of the Torah and the Old Testament prophets, came a contingent that knew 

of and acknowledged an event that their religion (Zoroastrianism) told them was 

extremely significant. Indeed, throughout the Roman world at that time are recorded in 

several non-Jewish records (Tacitus, Suetonius, Virgil, and Horace) a seeking for a 

“Golden Age” and a “deliverer” that would change the status quo. Consider, if you 

will, that God revealed to more than just those in Bethlehem what would come to be 

known as the opening chapter of the Gospel truth. The birth of a messiah, Jesus Christ, 

for all people in all times.  
 

              Despite what little is known regarding the Magi, and seeing them as one very 

small example, it is possible to fashion another layer to the foundation of what we 

believe based not only upon ‘being certain of that which is unseen’ (Heb. 11:1), but 

also upon the weight of evidence that has surfaced, been studied, published, and can be 

cited from respected authority. There is a tremendous amount of archeological 

testimony, onomastic (study of names), and historiographical (study of how history is 

written) analysis to support the accuracy of what the gospels proclaim.  I believe 

strongly that our faith, a gift given to us by a holy, eternal God could never exist 

outside of, or in conflict with, the truth of His work in His creation for to be so, would 

make one of them inconsistent with the character of God.  
 

 Without truth, there cannot be Love.  Therefore, in our time when the world so 

often seeks to define its truth in terms of the cacophony of the moment and mercurial 

human sentiment, it is indeed wonderfully possible to add a depth to the Love of God 

that can make it as real as the chair you may be sitting on.  Our God did indeed enter 

into His creation as a child and live among us as one of us. To accept and attest to this 

history changing event does not necessarily require a leap of blind faith into thin air.  

The unfolding of God’s grace in human history offers a path into the light of truth 

finding that miracles (as we call them now) have happened which lovingly, gracefully, 

and ultimately give all meaning to existence. 

 

Chris Andersen  
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“And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his 

glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.” 
                                                         John 1:14  

“Be still, and know that I am God!” 
                                                                                                                Psalm 46:10 

 

Merry Christmas! Now…Be Still. 
 

 Are you reading this on Christmas Day? Or did you sneak-a-peak at this page 

knowing that Christmas Day is going to be so full of presents, family, food preparation, 

and activity that finding a few moments of quiet time will be next to impossible? May I 

make a suggestion? How about reading this before you go to bed Christmas night? In 

fact, what about taking a few minutes (perhaps even 10-15) to review the significant 

impressions this devotional made upon you in this last month? How has God used this 

Advent booklet to speak to you this year? 

 And then, be still. Don’t read. Don’t make a list. Don’t recite a prayer or go 

through the prayers you want to lift up. Stop. My spiritual director advises, “Spend at 

least two minutes a day in silence and solitude wrapped in gratitude.” On this day, 

more than any other, it’s so difficult and yet incredibly important to take a few minutes 

(or go all in and make it five minutes) to be still and let the reality of Christmas seep 

into your bones. Rest. Be. Marvel with awe like the shepherds. Bow down in reverence 

with the wise men. Ponder in your heart this Christmas miracle with Mary. 

 Then, offer your simple heartfelt prayer to God. Raw. Real. Deep. From the core 

of your being. Lay it all on the line – hopes, fears, yearnings, gratitude. Take down all 

the barriers. Take off all the masks. Just be. You and your God. 

 I can’t imagine a better way to end one of the greatest days of the year. You may 

even choose to end more and more days like this. Be still and know the God who longs 

to be in a deeper relationship with you through Jesus whose birth we celebrate.  

 The Word has become flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth. And that 

makes all the difference in the world.  

 

 

Chris Carrasco 

December 25 


